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IMPORTANCE OF THE CORRECT CLASSIFICATION OF SOIL WASTE 

In Ireland, there are stringent regulatory waste management procedures that make it a statutory 

requirement for waste to be characterised and to assess if it also meets specific Waste Acceptance 

Criteria (WAC) prior to disposal at a landfill site.  

 

The waste producer has a Duty of Care to ensure that the waste is characterised, and waste facility 

operators must also be sa sfied that a characterisa on is properly completed, before the waste is 

accepted. If arisings from construc ons works or other waste materials are intended for disposal, then 

there is a requirement to determine prior to disposal whether these would classify as Hazardous or 

Non-Hazardous.  

 

In addi on to maintaining legal compliance the correct classifica on of soils saves money by ensuring 

that the appropriate and cost-effec ve disposal op ons are used on projects. 
 

 

OUR EXPERTISE 
 

Verde have a team of scien sts and chemists with extensive experience in the   classifica on process. 

Our team help clients assess the composi on of the material and determine the concentra ons of the 

hazardous substances in the material, if present.  The assessment of contaminated soil (excavated soil) 

to determine whether it is hazardous waste is dependent on the presence of “hazardous substances” 

exceeding par cular thresholds.  

 

Our staff are trained in the use of the HazWasteOnline™ so ware which follows the latest guidance 

and European regula ons. Our scien sts maintain contact with the different disposal outlets in Ireland 

and overseas to ensure that we know the current state of play in the Industry. This knowledge ensures 

that our work not only helps clients comply with their relevant legal requirements but that the most 

economical disposal op ons are selected.  

 

Common 

Misconcep on 

Soil classified as 

hazardous can be 

disposed to non-

hazardous landfill if 
WAC met 

 

Common 
Misconcep on 

The soil doesn’t smell or 

look bad, it mustn’t be 

contaminated. 

 

Common 
Misconcep on 

Soil going to a Local 

Authority Permi ed site, 

does not need to be 

tested. 



OUR APPROACH 

Stage  requires representa ve sampling and tes ng for 

poten al contaminants, derived from the knowledge of 

the site history (in the case of contaminated soil) or 

product safety data sheet (in the case of other waste 

products).   

Stage  Verde use the HazWasteOnline™ so ware to 

classify the waste, which also helps to determine the 

most appropriate List of Waste (LoW) code for the waste.  

Stage  then involves a comparison of the analy cal data 

with Waste Acceptance Criteria (WAC). Wastes can only 

be accepted at a landfill if they meet the WAC for that 

class of landfill.  

OUR PEOPLE 

Kevin Cleary, Opera ons Director -  Chartered Environmentalist and 

Professional Geologist, with over 20 years’ experience advising clients on 

classifica on of soils. Kevin has built his reputa on on providing quality 

management at all stages of project execu on and takes pride in effec ve 

project management to meet budgetary and me constraints.  

Malcolm Dowling, Principal Environmental Consultant - has significant 

project management and waste management experience gained over 18 

years.  In par cular, he has extensive experience in waste classifica on, site 

assessments, environmental regulatory compliance management, licensing 

and environmental legisla on. 

OUR ACCREDITATION 

Quality, Health & Safety and Environmental performance 
are cornerstones of our business.  
 

We maintain our accredita on to ISO Management 
Systems Standards and are con nually looking to improve 
our performance.  
 
We also hold memberships and affilia ons with relevant 
industry and professional bodies. 

 
For further informa on, please visit us at www.verde.ie or email kevin.cleary@verde.ie 
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